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I recently faced some challenges that pressed down 
like weights thrown over my shoulders. During this 
time, I asked God for a word or an image on which I 
could focus my prayers. 

He gave me a word: Breakthrough. 
I began asking God to breathe into this word. I 
thought that maybe if I prayed hard for many 
months, perhaps we would eventually see some 
significant developments in our work among the 
unreached. 

I was confusing my effort with God’s grace. 

Just a few weeks later, I spoke with a coworker in 
Southeast Asia who shared about several new Bible 
studies starting in a village of outcasts. The key 
channel for these Bible studies is a group of teenage 
girls, perhaps the most vulnerable and weakest 
segment of that society. 

He said: “This is an incredible breakthrough.” 

There it was again! Looking over the notes I had 
taken during our call, it was like God breathed. He 
pulled back the curtain just a little and showed 
how he was demonstrating his power through the 
“weakness” of these young believers. 

And that became fuel for my heart, my faith. So often, 
we want to see God’s power released in our lives, 
in our world, yet we feel weak. God’s work through 
these young women energized me to continue 
pursuing him, doing what I can to join with his work 
among the unreached.

I’m expecting more breakthroughs.
In fact, I believe 2017 will be filled with 
breakthroughs. That is not an invitation to sit back, 
wait and watch. That is an invitation to pray earnestly, 
to do all we can to be ready for how God will work. 

As you read this report, stop to praise our good, 
trustworthy Father who is working among the 
unreached in so many amazing ways. Stop and pray 
for breakthroughs in these hard and challenging 
contexts. Stop and consider how you will join his work. 

Prepare for a year of breakthroughs. 
Warren Janzen

International Director
SEND International
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Thailand
V I L L A G E  T R A N S F O R M AT I O N 
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When we offered 15 Shan girls educational 
scholarships, our vision went beyond rescuing 
them from the sex trade. Even as we watched 
the gospel change these teens’ lives, we 
persistently prayed for a breakthrough that 
would transform their entire village. 
 
We prayed for years, but only one Bible 
storytelling group started. We saw little interest 
in the gospel — until now. 

We coupled our persistent petitions with 
frequent visits to the village. When we prayed 
for one woman, Pa Pram*, she felt the healing 
power that came through the name of Jesus. 

Pa Pram told us that the local fortune-teller does 
not welcome our visits — when we’re around, 
the spirits she cries out to do not show up. Pa 
Pram used to go to that fortune-teller, but now 
she believes that the Spirit of the Christians is 
different. She even believes in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, but still worships Buddha 
alongside Jesus. 

Pa Pram wants to understand the gospel better, 
so she’s invited us to share the stories from the 
Bible in her home. 

After years of prayer, the breakthrough 
has begun!

And it’s not just Pa Pram. In less than two months, 
three other village households have invited us 
to start Bible storytelling groups. Instead of one 
home group, we suddenly have five!

In one new group, the team shared the creation 
story from Genesis. The villagers listened 
intently. When it was over, they announced, 
“We have never heard anything like that in our 
entire lives.”  

Our small team is thrilled. We’re also 
overwhelmed. But this leads to another 
breakthrough: We are training the Shan teen 
scholars to lead these storytelling groups. The 
Shan dorm mom and one of the young women 
have already begun telling the stories, marking 
the beginning of a second-generation disciple-
making movement. 

Thank you, Lord, for new Bible-storying groups! 
May many more Shan trust you as Savior.

*Not her real name



Russia
F U L L  C I R C L E
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Two decades ago, as the Soviet Union crumbled, 
a young Slavic couple moved across the border 
from their native Ukraine, hoping to reach other 
Russian speakers with the gospel. 

Slavic* and Katya* arrived in Russia’s Ural 
Mountain region to a city of one million—but 
they found only one evangelical church with 100 
members. The next two years were exciting, as 
God added 50 young believers to the church. 

God went on to lead Slavic and Katya to a 
different church-planting effort in Russia, 
but they never forgot their time in the Ural 
Mountains. 

Our team in Russia has long asked the 
Lord for opportunities to engage new 
unreached people groups. 

In the past year, he started opening door after 
door in answer to these prayers. Slavic and Katya 
were the keys. 

As our team sought the Lord’s leading, Slavic 
and Katya reconnected with two of the young 
men who had come to Christ during their stay 
20 years ago. These men were now pastors and 

each had roots in two of Russia’s 80 unreached 
people groups. Other believers in the 
community had started to write Christian songs 
in their own language.

Not only did God give Slavic and Katya these 
connections, he gave his Word. For the first 
time, the whole New Testament has been 
published in the language of one of the 
unreached people groups.  

After 20 years, Slavic and Katya have returned 
to this Ural Mountain region, once again ready 
to engage the lost — although this time, their 
focus isn’t on Russian speakers. They’ve joined 
a passionate team of experienced and new 
workers, all with a heart to make disciples among 
the unreached.  

For Slavic and Katya — and for our team in Russia 
— the time is right. God’s time is always right. 

Thank you, Lord, for your perfect timing. 
May these unreached groups be reached with 
the gospel.

*Not their real names



Diaspora | North America
S T O R Y  O F  A  P R O P H E T
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The United States and Canada have welcomed 
more than 50 million immigrants, many of them 
from countries closed to Western missionaries. 
In response to this great opportunity, in 2016, 
SEND launched its newest field: Diaspora | North 
America. Below, one of our diaspora workers 
shares about her developing relationship with a 
refugee named Princess.* 

Many refugee women arrive not speaking 
English. They don’t have cars and they do have 
small children, so we study English together at 
their homes. Recently, Princess and I have been 
reading children’s books together. Little Bear 
and Richard Scarry were well-loved, and then I 
brought Princess the story of Joseph. 

Praise God, Princess was prepared to 
connect with this account. 

“This is a story of a prophet! My mother learn a 
little Arabic because she wanted to read about 
prophets,” Princess said. “She teached me some! 
There is another prophet — Job. I like him. He had 
bad things happen. He was very patient.” 

Seeing Princess’ excitement, my husband offered 
to bring her more stories of the prophets — stories 

that are both in her own language and in a digital 
format that she can send to her mom, who lives in 
a closed country. Thanks to modern technology, 
they can discuss these stories via WhatsApp and 
Facebook Messenger. 

Princess’ eyes lit up! “My mom would be too 
happy! Oh, and I can listen in my language and 
then say the story in English and you can correct 
my English!” 

Because they’ve witnessed horrific deeds 
performed in the name of God, many refugees 
feel nervous about pushy “religion.” They need 
to see real love, true care, and good friendships. 
We’ve spent a year building a relationship with 
Princess through prenatal classes, birthing, 
nursing struggles, landlord troubles, sewage 
floods, and moving apartments — living life 
together — and now SHE has the idea of studying 
Bible stories. 

Yes, I think we can do that! 

Thank you, Lord, for bringing the unreached 
to our neighborhoods. May Princess and other 
refugees come to trust the living God.

*Not her real name



POLAND
C A N ’ T  K E E P  Q U I E T
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In Opole, Poland, the Holy Spirit won’t keep quiet, 
not even in the library. 

Every Wednesday, a growing group gathers there 
to discuss spiritual matters. 

“We watch a video about a difficult issue, and 
then we ask, ‘What does the Bible say about this,’” 
explains SEND missionary Mitch Misak. “We have 
40 minutes to talk, but we could use another hour.” 

Some of the attendees are hearing the Word 
for the first time. 

“It’s really interesting to sit back and see how the 
discussion goes,” Mitch said. “One retired lady tells 
me that now she’s reading her Bible more.” 

Through a library contact, God led Mitch to another 
open door — leading to a school gymnasium. Mitch 
now coaches basketball at two public schools. 

“We start with a Bible lesson on a virtue — patience, 
forgiveness, perseverance,” Mitch says. “I use 
basketball to illustrate the virtues. So, if you pass 
the ball to someone and they miss, you forgive 
them and give them another chance. 

“I hold on to Isaiah 55:11— God’s word does not 

return void — and pray that God’s truth will shape 
these young boys into young men who will hold 
true to the Bible.” 

As people from these outreaches become ready to 
attend church, Mitch can invite them to a vibrant, 
evangelism-focused congregation. 

The church plant in Opole recently baptized five 
new believers and is outgrowing its space. The 
worship leader led a friend to Christ. The friend led 
her co-worker to Christ, and then her boyfriend. 

“They had been living together for eight years. 
They decided, without any of us saying anything, 
that they should stop living together and get 
married,” Mitch said. “They felt convicted by the 
Holy Spirit. This spoke volumes to their family, their 
coworkers, their friends.” 

Mitch recently introduced a university student to 
the husband. 

“We were talking about the way being narrow 
when this new husband just shared the gospel with 
him,” Mitch said. “It was amazing to see.”

Thank you, Lord, for Polish people hearing 
the gospel for the first time. May your word 
accomplish its work in their lives.



SEND USA
C ATA LY S T  F O R  B R E A K T H R O U G H
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In August of 1806, a group of students from 
Williams College met outside to pray for foreign 
missions. A sudden rainstorm forced them to take 
cover under a nearby haystack. This makeshift 
shelter lent its name to their ongoing Haystack 
Prayer Meetings, which are credited as launching 
the modern missions era. 

In July of 2016, SEND missionaries quietly bowed 
their heads to pray about a new opportunity.
SEND had been invited to launch a deep and 
generous collaboration with two other missions 
organizations: TEAM and SAM (South America 
Mission). As we prayed, we wondered with 
excitement if this was the start of another great 
missions movement.

While SEND has worked closely with other 
organizations in the past, this will be a new level 
of collaboration. The vision is to find ways to share 
our services, pool our resources, and blend our 
efforts to make us all more effective at making 
disciples among the unreached. Currently, groups 
from our fields and offices are meeting with their 
counterparts for discussion and planning.

Warren Janzen said of the association, “Based 
upon the belief that united we can do more, a year 

of talks have prompted TEAM, SAM and SEND 
to launch a Great Commission association that 
affirms our unique contributions and promotes 
generous collaboration for God’s glory and the 
rejoicing of the nations. We believe that through 
deep and generous collaboration we can share 
leadership, systems and resources so as to increase 
our collective ability to make disciples among the 
nations.  We want to demonstrate new degrees of 
unity between organizations and achieve better 
stewardship of Kingdom resources.”

Mobilizing North Americans into missions is 
presenting new and complex challenges. But we’ve 
seen historically that waves of missionaries have 
been catalyzed by special events. Could this new 
association be a catalyst for God’s next movement 
of people into missions? We don’t know yet. 

But we do believe that this is a 
breakthrough in SEND’s missions efforts. 

Thank you, Lord, for this exciting new association. 
May it increase our ability to make disciples 
among the nations.



“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time 
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” 

– Galatians 6:9



SEND International of the United States, Inc. financial 
statements are audited by Capin Crouse LLP.

SEND International is a member of the ECFA.

Daily 
Breakthroughs

At SEND USA, we saw small breakthroughs every 
day through the faithful donations of our financial 
partners. Thank you to all who give.
-Kevin Friesen, CFO of SEND USA

Total Income  
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Total Expenses  
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